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the two ambassadors laid the foundations of the new agree-
ment between Hitler and Stalin.
The Turkish newspaper Tern Sabah reported that Papen
had several times been observed in company with the
Russian Ambassador, Each had his own motor-boat. In
the middle of the Bosphorus, occasionally also in the Sea
of Marmara or the Black Sea, the two boats had a
rendezvous, and the ambassadors joined each other in one
of them. And in this romantic way, without disturbance
from outside, unobserved by undesirable curious eyes, the
concept of a Russo-German agreement could be sketched
in day-long deliberation. This draft, after numerous
references to Moscow and Berlin, finally blossomed into a
positive pact. The report in the Teni Sabah was never
denied by either side ; the fact of these encounters between
Papen and Terentiev was furthermore confirmed in Turkish
official quarters. And the first official German com-
munique regarding the conclusion of the Russo-German
pact stated that Papen, with Herr von Ribbentrop, was
jointly responsible for its conclusion. Since Herr von Papen
had not been in Moscow nor had he returned to Germany
before the latter half of August his collaboration could only
have been supplied in the form of secret meetings with
Terentiev.
The Russo-German treaty took quite a different form in
the original outlines of Papen and Terentiev. It was far
more favourable to Germany than the later arrangements
which were signed in Moscow. Stray reports published by
the Russian and Turkish Press allow one to reconstruct
approximately the contents of the treaty visualised by Papen
and Terentiev.
During Papen's negotiations in June and July it was still
by no means certain whether Poland would offer resistance
to German aggression. The original draft had envisaged
two eventualities : that of the voluntary handing over of
Danzig and the Corridor, and that of war.
In the one case Danzig and the Corridor were to fall to
the Reich and the Soviet was to have part of White Russia.